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The Birvith of the
Twelve Bullets

(Date A Live Fanfiction)
By Walnut

The classroom was so quiet one could hear the little clock on the wall

as the seconds went by. Tick, tock, tick, tock.

A soft ring abruptly broke the silence as everyone placed their pens
on their desks. The final exams had just finished. With her head high,
Kurumi held out her hand with a bright red gleam of confidence in
her eyes and a contracted yet elegant smile on her face as the

teacher collected her papers.

Wealth, fame, power — anything an ordinary child her age would be
spoiled by, yet her nobility prevented her from doing so. Her parents
devoted such things to her with a powerful resolve of love. No one
would ever think such a pure little girl would ever commit atrocities.
Kurumi wore a black blazer with her golden school’s crest, a long
blue skirt made of the finest cloth, and ominously sadistic crimson
red eyes, one of which was covered by her graceful black hair. The
twin tails holding her naturally straight hair was braided with red
ribbons beneath purple roses. One might lose themselves if they
stared into her eyes long enough. She takes immense pride in her
intense yet alluring gaze, even if they may not yet portray her

character — they are truly a sight to behold.



She did not live far from school, so she was able to walk home every
day. Thankfully, the skies were cloudy; she works hard to maintain
her skin, avoiding the sunlight when possible. Contemplating the
green scenery to her left as sirens played in the distance, a dark
silhouette caught the corner of her eye. She met eyes with a beautiful
black cat with fur softer than a cloud and green eyes shining brighter
than the greenery around them. She knelt and slowly held one of her
silky white hands out. The cat excitedly approached her as she picked
it up and began gently stroking it. It began to purr, and its ears began
twitching. Kurumi felt her back go cold, even though the wind stopped
blowing on it. A shadow loomed over Kurumi, clear even in the shade

covering her.

A massive shockwave suddenly made her lose balance as she braced
the cat. Too absorbed in her surroundings, Kurumi failed to notice the
spacequake sirens earlier. She slowly turned her

head to be met with a ominous deep blue

hemisphere a few meters away from her. In

horror, her red eyes widened and deepened

as the cat jumped out of her arms and ran

away. The hemisphere let out a low hum,

vibrating so quickly it caused the sunlight

hitting it to split into a rainbow at the

sphere’s edge. Then it began oscillating

more violently, shaking the ground beneath

Kurumi as she lost her balance facing

towards the sphere. She closed her

eyes for a moment. All she could

hear was a loud ring, like that

of an alarm clock...
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When she opened her eyes, only a large crater remained in the place
of the sphere. At its center stood a tall armless figure. Its body was
shaped like that of a tall tree trunk. Its face seemed “melted”, with
eyes devoid of any life and a gaping mouth that mirrored the
appearance of a black hole. It was a monster. The ringing in Kurumi’s
ears gradually adjusted to the silent environment, enough for her
tears hitting the ground to be heard. A screech interrupted the

deafening silence as the monster suddenly lunged itself towards her.

An otherworldly voice projected throughout the area, as if
commanding the heavens. “Ain Sof Aur!” Suddenly, the monster was
interrupted by a flash of blinding light as the sky turned dark and a
gleaming blue pollen littered the air, vaporizing the monster in its

tracks.

A beautiful young woman with
long pale blue hair and a long
wedding dress made of light,
discharging a radiance like that of
the Northern Lights, descended in
front of her, pure white flowers
around her ears and chest. Her
eyes were a pale white blue, the
same color as her dress. Behind
her hovered a vertical halo with
several wings and nine gemstones
engraved in it. A she looked like a
god. She signalled her hand, and
the pollen halted and the sky
returned to normal. An tenth
gemstone flew from the
monster’s remains to the halo
behind her.



A woman’s voice spoke softly to Kurumi
as she looked up. “lI am an ally of justice,

Mio Takamiya.”
“What was that...2”

“That was a being known as a Spirit. What you
humans call ‘spacequakes’ are indications of them
coming to Earth from the realm of spirits known as

‘Sephira’.”
“‘Humans’... what are you?”

“An ally of justice. Would you like to share my power and join me on

my journey to absorb my children from the universe?”

Kurumi felt something awaken in her. She wanted to join her. But was
it for the sake of herself, or someone else? She felt it to be the latter,
in the future using her powers to defend the one she loves instead.
Mio felt Kurumi’s spiritual resolve, and without a word, forced a
glowing scarlet gemstone from her halo into Kurumi’s chest. Despite
being a solid object, it entered her seamlessly, dissolving into her

body like a ripple in water.

Kurumi’s chest began beating rapidly. Her covered eye began pulsing
once each second, like the pendulum of a clock. What seemed like
countless consciousness rushed into her own, past and future alike
along the infinite scale of time itself. The pain her mind and eye were
intense enough that she lost consciousness for a moment. In this
moment, she saw a large golden clock with roman numerals and an
exposed mechanism in its center. Surrounded by sharp vines and

blood red roses, the Angel introduced itself as “Zafkiel”.
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When she regained consciousness, Kurumi was wearing a crimson red
dress and a maid headband with black frails. Black tights and long
brown leather booth covered her legs. A flintlock pistol and rifle,
mirroring the hour and minute hands of a clock, lay flat in front of
her before the clock in her dream, Zafkiel. She saw her reflection in its
shiny surface. Her right eye had the same red pupil as always, but the
pupil in her left eye had turned golden with a clock frame identical to
that of Zafkiel.

And thus, on this day, Kurumi Tokisaki, codename “Nightmare”, awoke
the Sephira “Binah” of Understanding. And using the angel of Zafkiel,
can traverse and control any entity’s time.

And so, begins the hunt of the spirits.

Mio and Kurumi began going after
spirits, vanquishing over fifty of them
before something odd happened. One
day after slaying a spirit, as Mio was
cleaning up the body, she instead
found the corpse of her best friend
instead of the monster. Kurumi just
slew her best friend. An extreme
despair began consuming her as she
was engulfed by purple flames. If left
alone, she would become Inverse,
losing control of her mind as she is
taken over by the Demon King

Lucifugus...



“Why...2” Kurumi slowly asked as she peered over to Mio with a rage
in her eyes.

“... 1 am the Spirit of Origin, the First Spirit. | intend to refine my
Sephira Crystals by allowing lifeforms to absorb them. They then turn
into monsters and refine the crystals, which | then take back.”

“And to take them back, we Kkill them?! Why are we doing this?”

“... Thank you for all the help you’'ve given me, Kurumi.”

Kurumi suddenly blacked out.

She was awakened by loud spacequake sirens, finding herself in the
center of a crater, giving her Déja vu. Strangely enough, she couldn’t
remember where she saw such a crater before, only that she knew
she was a Spirit and how to use her Angel.

“Zafkiel, Yud!” The minute hand in her right clock-eye spun. She used
her 10th bullet to examine her past. She saw everything from her
memories being erased by Mio and her true identity, to her best
friend, and the spacequake in her childhood.

Enraged, she made an oath to destroy Mio and prevent the existence
of spirits, as they only bring pain and suffering. “Zafkiel!” She needed
to travel 30 years in the past. This would take an enormous amount
of life force, something that she didn’t have. “Het!” She fired her 8th
bullet. The ground opened and many clones of herself slowly arose
from the black puddle created with powdery red streaks.

And so begins the hunt for more life force.

Kurumi doesn’t kill without reason. In the events following, she
travelled into the past to massacre future criminals, a twisted justice.
In the future, a shining knight in armor will be her next target — one
that eventually steals her heart, acting not only as retribution but also

as freedom from her blood-bathed revenge.
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H BEGINNER'S GUIAJE TO
GLINALHAH

— BUHING GLIiOE

-Rocco

This is a special edition where | will be introducing the different types of Gunpla you
can buy (This is definitely not because | haven't finished the MGSD Barbatos).

I will mainly be going over the different types of kits you can buy as well as some of

the good and bad things | personally see with those specific types of kits. | will be
mainly separating the types by their grades, so SD, HG, RG, MG and PG.

Yes, there is a MEGA size kit here, but | don’t own one so | won't talk about it.




SD Gundam

Ah yes. The SD Gundam. It’s the line of
model kits that look the most different from
the others. Its main idea is that it’s a line
that messes with the traditional proportion
of the Gundam. Making the overall body
stubbier while making the head super big.

I would definitely say this line of kits are
more of an acquired taste. I've seen people
online that love these things because “It’s
cute. | personally prefer the more
traditional proportions over this look. (Says
the guy making a guide with a SD Gundam).

Fun fact: The SD here means “Super Deformed”, which
honestly sounds more like an insult than a description.

There are two main lines of SD Gundam model kits. The normal line of SD Gundams and
the new MGSD line.

SD

The normal line of SD Gundam has been
around for a long time. | remember playing
with these when | was 5 or 6. The line
mainly features the main Gundams from
each series as well as some SD exclusive
such as the SD Gundam World Heros or the
SD Gundam Three Kingdoms Legends.

The good thing about this line is it's very cheap, only around $40 to $60 for one kit. It’s
also very easy to build, only having a few runners and a few large pieces of plastic that
need shapping together, so even with sanding it’s probably no more than an hour's work to
put together.



https://www.aliexpress.com/i/1005007182828664.html

The main problem | have with the normal SD Gundams are their color separation, or lack
thereof. Its cheap cost means there are not a lot of details on these kits, using mainly
stickers to separate the different colors you would normally see on a Gundam. I'm not
someone who likes using stickers, mainly because | think it never looks good when used to
color separate, but since it just looks terrible without anything else, my option becomes to
either paint it or relent to the stickers which | really don't like.

Recommendation

My suggestion would be to buy this if you really like its style or want to introduce someone
you know into Gundam. It might be a good entry point for kids or people who might not be
too into how Gundams normally look.

MGSD

The MGSD line is a new line of model
kits introduced by Bandai in 2023. It’s
basically the normal SD Gundam but
with MG (I'll explain this later) level of
detail. The line is relatively new so it
has very limited options. At this
moment, only the Freedom and
Barbatos are released, with the Wing
Zero being released recently.

Having built both the MGSD kits, | would say it's an amazing set of kits. While not the
biggest fan of the SD look, | love the building process and the level of detail in these. |
would definitely suggest buying one to try out, but it is a little difficult to find sometimes
and it can get pricey, at around $300 to $400.

Recommendation

I would suggest it to people who already are knowledgeable with how to build Gunpla and
enjoy the SD Gundam line, or those that want to try something new.




High Grade

There are so many of these!

Onto the line that probably made Gunpla as popular as it is today, the HG line. This is the
line that probably introduced you to Gunpla in general. It's easy to build and practically
everywhere. | remember young me walking into a toy store, seeing the really cool robot on
a shelf from that show I really liked, and deciding | want one, leading to where | am today,
with thousands of dollars spent and dozens of boxes everywhere.

This is the line you would want to
go to if you're a bigger fan of the
more niche and less popular
mobile suit than the main Gundam.
The High Grade line has almost
everything you would want, be it
any of the Gundams, mass
produced mobile suits, or even
whatever this is.




This line has seen constant improvements, where older kits are often quick, snap-two-
piece-together builds, the newer ones can get a little more sophisticated while still being
beginner friendly and looking a lot better.

There are of course some downsides, mainly that these kits lack a lot of details the other
lines would have. For older ones, there are a lot of color correction stickers to make up
for lack of color separation. And for even the newer kits, it lacks any additional decals or
panel lines. (This could be an upside for people who want a lot more room for creative

designs on their kits though)

Another problem is seam lines. Due to most of the kits having a more simple design, it has
a tendency to have seam lines right in the middle of parts that really remind people that
these are plastic models. Older ones are more egregious with this while newer ones have
ways to hide it, but it still shows up from time to time. These can be very annoying to get
rid of and require more difficult skills to remove.

Slight Tip:
You can tell the age of the kits based on the date on the bottom left
corner of the box. Generally, the more recent the better build quality.

Recommendation

I suggest HG to people who are just starting. It's honestly a great introduction to Gunpla in
general. Easy to build and cheap price tag while still being a decent enough display piece.
Just maybe tell any house guest to not inspect it too closely if you don’t plan on spending
too much time on it.




Real Grade

Something I'm working on right now. | really like this one. :)

As its name suggests, the RG line is meant to replicate “The Real Deal’, AKA what the
mobile suit would look like if made in real life, and that is no joke. The amount of details on
these kits are insane, especially for such a small model kit.

This line often contains details as sophisticated as MG kits(which I'll talk about later), while
still sporting the 1/144 scale size and price tag, being only a little more expensive than
most of the HG line. (Well that depends on which one you’re getting)

This line is a little more difficult to build than the HG since it has a lot more moving parts but
I honestly think that’s a good thing. It also comes with set decals stickers and aftermarket
water decals (which also applies to the MG and PG) which is great for people who are just
starting out with customization to practise their water decalling skills and learn where to put
different decals to make kits look good.

I simultaneously love and hate this line of kits. Well, more like
I love the later parts of this line. Earlier kits were designed
around a uniform pre-built inner frame. This frame is
separated by the different limbs but can already move
around. While impressive in concept, the material used was
not meant to be strong or meant to last, creating very weak
joints. This led to problems with posing and general mobility
as arms and legs have the tendency of loosening despite
being brand new.

This is no longer a problem with the newer ones as they now
use a similar frame system with the MG lines and are built

sturdier. These changes don’t apply to earlier kits so unless
.. . , The cause of almost all the
you're in the market for a plastic hand grenade, | won't bl  this

problems of this line

suggest those.




Recommendation

| would mainly suggest this line to the people
who want to have a good display piece on
their shelf but don’t have a lot of time to work
on customization or have the space to put a
larger kit. A personal suggestion is also to
only buy the kits from this line after the
Unicorn if you want your kits to not fall apart
from a slight breeze.

So basically any kit that comes after 25 on the
side of the box

Master Grade

The box art for MG kits are always bangers
Now it's time for my favourite line of kits, that being the MG line.

In terms of its catalog, it’s kind of a mix between the RG, which only really features the
main Gundams and a few more recognizable Mobile Suits, and the HG, which has a lot of
different variety of choices. This is mainly due to the line's age as while RG is still relatively
new, MG has been a staple for a long time.




| personally love the MG line. The size of the model kits are perfect in my opinion where
it’s just big enough to not be too intrusive or too tiny. The level of detail is just right in
terms of looking good and giving enough space to work on your own.

It has similar upsides with the RG line with the set decals and details part, with the addition
that it’s bigger. One thing | never mentioned about the problems with the HG and RG are
its small parts. Being 1/144 scale, some parts can get so small that my fat fingers struggle
to really push the parts together without worrying about snapping it apart. This is of
course better or outright no longer a problem with 1/100 scale.

One problem it would have is the age of the line. Having a line with so much history means
some kits are going to show their age. There’s a reason certain kits have version 2.0 and
sometimes finding the ones you want means buying a kit that is older than you. This lines
suffer from similar problems with the HG and RG combined, but mainly just for its older
models.

The main downside is that this is where Gunpla can get expensive, where the cheapest
option is normally around $250 and the highest being able to go into the $500 to $600
range. There is also the MGEX line that has an even higher level of detail that can go up to
$1000 or more.

This thing has a lot of runners and a unique LED system to light up the whole body. It makes sense
why it's so expensive.

Recommendation

My recommendations are similar to the RG, being that you should get one if you want a
good display piece, except this time if you have more space. | also suggest this being the
line that acts as a step up from the HG line if you're just starting. It's a good way to build
on what you learned when building this line.




Perfect Grade

Something I'm working on right now. | really like this one. :)

My only 1/60 scale kit. Because Damn these are expensive. And big.

Last but certainly not least are the PG scale kits. Considering that my own experiences are
limited due to the aforementioned “only owning one” thing, and I’'m only halfway through
that one too, I'll just speak on what | do know.

PG are the 1/60 scale kits with insane amounts of details, be it the inner frame to the outer
armor. The boxes aren’t just because the pieces are big, it's also because of the sheer
amount of runners that come with one of these kits. For the PG Perfect Strike you can see
above, it has 37 runners to encompass the entire thing.

It's also a super weird feeling to build when you’re used to the HG and the MG line. To put it
into perspective, a PG kit is around 2 and a half HGs tall. It's the weirdest feeling to build a
head, which is normally the smallest part of a build, and it’s almost the same size as half a
HG you have next to you.




While the one | have is already super highly detailed and an extremely sophisticated build,
it still isn"t the most complex build yet. That would go to the PG Unleashed RX-78-2
released in 2020, which has 5 different layers of frame and armor on it.

All of this leads to the downsides it has, which is just how inaccessible it is. The cheapest
ones | can find can easily go up to $1000, which is a huge jump from the $100 to $200 a
HG or RG kit is normally selling for.

Then there is the size, Hong Kong isn’t exactly known to have spacious apartments, and
these things are huge, be it in the box or out. Good luck finding space to put it for storage
or even display it somewhere.

This is not even mentioning how difficult it is to build one. Just a quick snap build can
probably take a whole week, and the amount of runners is enough to make a person dizzy.

Recommendation

My recommendation is make sure you are really good with Gunpla and are familiar with
how to build one before buying a PG. These things are no joke in terms of difficulty and its
high price tag makes for very little room for error.

Afterword:

There are still some kits | haven’t quite got into such as the 1/100 Mechanics or the MEGA
size 1/48 scale. But | feel like I'm not too familiar with them to give recommendations on
these. Next time will be the finale to the guide series with the water decals and panel lining.
(I promise)w
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